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Sixteen people accused of participating in a scheme to illegally 
erase drunken-driving and other violations from state motor 
vehicle records surrendered at Denver Police headquarters 
Monday. 

Authorities Saturday issued 22 arrest warrants in the case. 
Court documents allege middlemen, including two lawyers, 
collected bribes, ranging from $125 to $3,000, to have the records 
erased. 

Once their records were cleared, drivers applied for and 
received new licenses, according to court documents. 

“This is a joke,” attorney Nick Avila said bitterly, as camera 
crews recorded his surrender. Avila, 34, whose office is at 3030 W. 
38th Ave., is charged with two counts of forgery and two counts of 
criminal conspiracy. 

Shirley A. McQuown, 36, also known as Shirley Ann Martinez, 
covered her face with her jacket on the advice of her lawyer, Don 
Lozow, as she walked into police headquarters under escort. 

McQuown, 961 S. Osceola St., a former employee of the 
Colorado Division of Motor Vehicles, faces 29 counts, ranging 
from bribery and forgery to criminal conspiracy. 

Denver attorney Vincent Daniel Franco, 41, whose office is at 
1575 W. 32nd Ave., remained silent as investigator Rick Johnson of 
the Denver district attorney’s office frisked him before taking him 
to jail to be booked. Franco is charged with one count of bribery, 
two counts of forgery and three counts of criminal conspiracy. 

Former motor vehicles employee Debbie Martinez, 28, of 4796 
Fillmore St., also turned herself in. She is charged with three 
counts of forgery, and three counts of criminal conspiracy. 

Johnson said all 16 were expected… 

 

 

  



 

 


