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Grandparents Rights

Investigative Alternatives

In Colorado, grandparents may
have the right to petition for
reasonable grandchild visitation,
but the right is not automatic.

In Colorado, grandparents, in
certain circumstances, may even be
able to petition for parental rights
and responsibilities with regard to
grandchildren. Again, the right is
not automatic.

The part about “not automatic” is
critically important. It means that
grandparents may need help
establishing their rights,

The Investigator’s Role

e If an investigation is
successful, will the
information be useful to
their attorney?

The Attorney’s Role

An experienced private investigator
can provide that help, but there are
caveats:

e Is the request for help
well founded?

o If an investigationis
undertaken, Is there a
reasonable chance for
success?

The participation by an attorney is
important and necessary.

In some instances, grandparents
come to me with a specific referral
from their attorney, who either has
filed or is considering filing a
petition for visitation or custody on
behalf of the grandparents.

But much of the time, I hear from
grandparents who either haven’t
already consulted an attorney or
who have consulted, even hired an
attorney, but who want me to
conduct an investigation without
first learning whether it’s
something their attorney can use.

In most cases, the grandparents
have some cause, reasonable or
otherwise, to be concerned; but,
again, the process requires the
advice of an attorney before I can
accept an assignment.

Typically, a parent or guardian with
primary custody of the
grandchildren or a third party in
that household may be suspected of
drug or alcohol abuse, of criminal

| activity, of neglect, or other

conduct detrimental to the health,
welfare, and safety of the
grandchildren.

Reasonable Suspicion

| In a recent case, a mother was

undergoing drug rehabilitation out
of state.

The parents of the girl were
concerned that the son-in-law, who
remained in control of the couple’s
children, and who supposedly was
to undergo counseling here, was,
himself still abusing drugs and
alcohol.

The grandchildren could be in
some danger.

The grandparents had every reason
to be concerned and to reach out
for help — whether or not visitation
or custody was at issue.






